March Open Forum in Stirling: ‘Sustainable Communities and Regeneration in a Community Planning Context’
This was another well attended Forum with over 60 participants. 

The first plenary speaker was Raymond Young, Chair of Architecture and Design Scotland. He asked ‘Can Regeneration make communities sustainable?’. Raymond detailed the definitional problems around Sustainable Communities. He then examined the need to attend to the core essentials of complexity, time and communities themselves.

Susan Dean of Thirdwave (Scotland) Ltd spoke of the experience in England around Community Planning and Sustainability. The core lesson offered by Susan was the model of a circular and holistic process that included a flow from the ‘Policy Context’ to ‘Raising Awareness’ to ‘Tools for Implementation’ to ‘Building Confidence’ and back to ‘Policy Context’. At the heart of this process, must be ‘Improving local quality of life’.

Deryck Irving of Greenspace Scotland began by asserting the importance of greenspaces for their impact on the quality of life, local economies and behaviour as well as defining areas. He suggested greenspaces as the most obvious areas of common ground between Community Planning Partners. Dundee Partnership for the Environment was cited as an example of how this common ground can be a basis for action and for the formation of a Local Greenspace Partnership. 

