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“This crisis also gives us an opportunity to radically rethink
the places we live in, our homes and our communities.
We want to ensure our communities can become vibrant
hubs for the people who live there – to work, shop, learn,
keep active, and socialise.”

Programme for Government Commitment

“Revitalise local communities through development of 20-
minute neighbourhoods, investment in town centres and a 
new focus on place – improving local services and 
infrastructure, and aiding our ambition to ‘live well locally’.”

First commitment to 20 Minute Neighbourhoods in
PfGSeptember 2020 –responding to pandemic and 
climate crisis…



More detail required

How would it be 
delivered?

Application in a rural 
setting

Key questions around concept

Research base and key questions



https://consult@gov.scot

Part 1: Policy and Place Context

The Place Principle

6 Qualities 
of successful 

places

The Policy Context

PlanningReform

The Place Context

Public Service Reform

Healthy 

Pleasant 

Connected 

Distinctive 

Sustainable 

Adaptable

Embedded across 
Policies



• Flexibility of approach is required across Scotland’s
diverse urban and rural geographies.

• Local input is of particular importance in rural
places.

Part 1: Rural and Island Context
Local living
Local living supports people to meet the majority of their daily
needs within a reasonable distance of their home

20 minute neighbourhoods
The 20 minute neighbourhood concept aims to provide access to 
the majority of daily needs within a 20 minute walk, wheel or 
cycle.



Part 2: What Local Living Looks Like

Reflects existing tools and resources for good 
placemaking

Can be used across the varying geographies 
in Scotland

Promotes bespoke, place based 
considerations of places

Helps to structure conversations around daily 
needs

The Local Living 
Framework



Part 2: What Local Living Looks Like

The Place Standard Design Version The Key considerations for local living



Part 3: Structuring the approach



Part 3: Structuring the approach –Understanding the context
Understanding and 

coordinating existing place 
information

Qualitative data

Quantitative dataData helps 
establish a 

baseline



Part 3: Structuring the approach –Understanding the context
Understanding and 

coordinating existing place 
information

Qualitative data

Quantitative data

Experiential data

The existence of 
the amenity 

Data



Part 3: Structuring the approach –collaborate, plan and design
Understanding and 

coordinating existing place 
information

Working collaboratively for 
place based planning and 

design

Qualitative data

Quantitative data

Experiential data

The existence of 
the amenity 

Data

Coordination of delivery 
partners and stakeholders



Data

Part 3: Structuring the approach – implement and review
Understanding and 

coordinating existing place 
information

Qualitative data

Quantitative data

Experiential data

The existence of 
the amenity 

Aligning investment pots

Developing delivery capacity

Support new ways of working

Working collaboratively for 
place based planning and 

design

Coordination of delivery 
partners and stakeholders



Part 3: Structuring the approach – repeat for incremental change
Understanding and 

coordinating existing place 
information

Qualitative data

Quantitative data

Experiential data

The existence of 
the amenity 

Aligning investment pots

Developing delivery capacity

Support new ways of working

Data

Working collaboratively for 
place based planning and 

design

Coordination of delivery 
partners and stakeholders



Local Living and 20 Minute Neighbourhoods

“A place based approach is at the heart of creating a more sustainable and fair 
Scotland. The planning system should apply the Place Principle which commits us to 
take a collaborative place-based approach to future development.” NPF4



Thanks for listening…
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