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Knocknagael Ltd is a community not-for-profit organisation looking to secure a Community Asset 
Transfer for the smiddy field part of the Scottish Government owned Knocknagael  Bull Farm. 

The aim is to develop it into a green hub including: 

• Allotment site
• Community growing areas, including a community orchard, to  provide a greater social and cohesive 

spirit
• An outdoor area for walking and outdoor activities in a safe environment, and proving wildlife 

habitat in an increasingly urbanised area
• Growing and training space, available for different organisations and for schools
• Community growing area to develop a Community Supported Agriculture project

·The vision for the site is:

A green hub that will get more people in our community spending time outdoors 
and growing and enjoying local produce.



Site Location



Background
• 2013 - Fields at Knocknagael Bull Stud Farm 

earmarked for disposal by Scottish Government
• Local opposition to housing development on prime 

agricultural land, in response to loss of farmland and 
growing awareness of climate change. Community 
Campaign

• 2015 - Proposal for housing use rejected
     Knocknagael Allotment Association established - 

• 2017 Feasibility Study
• 2018-19 Work with Development Trusts Association 

Scotland (DTAS) and Highland and Islands Enterprise
• 2019 - first ATR
• 2020 - Knocknagael Ltd. established to take 

ownership of site
• SLF Stage 1 Funds secured and Community Enterprise 

appointed
• Community Consultation, feasibility study & landscape 

report
• 2021 Contact with RPID



Community Consultation

340 Responses to survey

Two community engagement and events

Outdoor drop-in at the Knocknagael site 

Zoom event

Large coverage - Posters, 900 Flyers,posts on Facebook pages 

reach over 8,000 people, story published in BBC Scotland,the 

Inverness Courier, Feature on BBC Alba 

What the community said: “A very exciting opportunity for Inverness”; “this is what Inverness 

desperately needs!” “This is a great time to secure this land for generations to come and really create a 

strong community project” “we have a lot of wildlife in the area that is being pushed out by all the 

building” “now more than ever we need countryside spaces on our doorstep.”



Strategies
National
Place Making Principle
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act
Fairer Scotland Action Plan

Scotland’s Public Health Priorities
A connected Scotland
Climate Change Action Plan

Good Food Nation
The Environment Strategy for Scotland
Our Natural Health Service

Curriculum for Excellence for Outdoor Learning

Local 
Highland Outcomes Improvement Plan 
Hilton Locality Plan
Active Highland Strategy
Highland Council Draft Community Food 
Growing Strategy
Highland Council’s Policy on Allotments

• Communities covered - site is accessible from all 
Inverness core area four Community Councils -15,000 residents

• Areas around include both areas of extreme deprivation and least 
deprived community areas. 



Progress with the Asset 
Transfer Request - key dates

 

ATR submitted 20th October 2021 

Scottish Government (SG) 
acknowledges the request 

23rd December 2021 

SG officials refuse request 20th June 2022

Knocknagael Ltd requests formal 
review of the decision 

15th July 2022

SG acknowledges review request 18th July 2022

SG appoints review panel 30 November 2022

Process starts February 2023

Hearing and Site Visit March 2023

Report and Decision June - September 2023



Highlights
• Members Visits Torbreck Orchard and Hawthorn 

allotments, etc
• Social Cycle and Walk
• Apple Grafting
• Ceilidh



Landscape designs



Landscape designs
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