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ÅÑŸĬċǃќƚШÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰ

ÅContext тOur vision & ethos - Why this matters now: heritage, 
community empowerment and the regeneration landscape

ÅHistory тThe Campsie High Kirk journey and the forces that shaped its 
decline and rediscovery

ÅDesign & PreparationтThe feasibility work, architectural thinking and 
groundwork required before intervention

ÅKLTR EngagementтHow the relationship formed, the learning curve, 
and what the process actually looks like on the ground

ÅKLTR OPTS ExperienceтA first-hand account of navigating the 
Ownerless Property Transfer Scheme and the key operational insights

ÅKLTR OPTS OutcomesтTangible results delivered so far and the wider 
opportunities now unlocked for communities and government

ÅìőċƣќƚШŔŰШfƣШŉŸƖШòŸƨтTransferable lessons, replicable models, and how 
this approach can support your own projects and local priorities

mailto:highkirk.group@outlook.com
http://theghosttoweratcampsiehighkirk.co.uk/


ITõS ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY
òCommunity"comes from the Latin communitas, meaning 

"community" or "public spirit," which is derived from the Latin 
communis, meaning "common" or "sharedò or òsense of shared 

existence, mutual obligation, and service, as in "to serve together"

















1857 he was appointed Chaplain to Queen Victoria with 
whom he became a great favourite.

When he died she gave a window in his memory to Crathie 
church, where she had often heard him preach, and described 
him as

ôthat dear, kind, wise, large hearted friend é there is no one to 
whom in doubts & anxiety on religious matters one could turn 
to like himõ.









The current estimated population of 
Lennoxtown is 4,148 (2022 Census figure)

Overall SIMD 2020 rank: 604 (top 10% 
most deprived - (from 1 = most 
deprived to 6,976 = least)

љÑőĲШĬċƣċ-zone shows deprivation 
across multiple domains, indicating 
income, employment, education, 
őĲċũƣőШċŰĬШċĦĦĲƚƚШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚЮњ



ÅFoCHK т The Core Plan 

ÅThe core plan of Friends of Campsie High Kirk is 
clear, rooted, and deeply aligned with national, local, 
and cultural priorities.

ÅThe purpose is to stabilise, restore, and repurpose 
the A-listed Campsie High Kirk у transforming it from 
an abandoned ruin into a cultural, civic, and economic 
engine for Lennoxtown and the wider Campsie Corridor.

ÅThe Kirk is not simply a building у it is a symbol.
A reminder of heritage, decline, and now renewal.

ÅљìőċƣШċƓƓĲċƖƚШƣŸШĤĲШċШƖƨŔŰШċŰĬШċШŉċĬĲĬШŢĲƽĲũШŔƚШŔŰШ
fact a shining opportunity to reset, inspire, regenerate 
ċŰĬШƖĲĤƨŔũĬШċШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШĤǃШƨƣŔũŔƚŔŰŊШƽőċƣШƽĲШőċƻĲЮњ



ÅWhat We Will Deliver
ÅA. Stabilisation First
ÅFoCHK will halt decay and secure the building through:
ÅVegetation and root removal
ÅStone repairs and lime repointing
ÅCorrecting past inappropriate concrete repairs
ÅSecuring unstable walls (particularly vestry and 
transepts)
ÅClock tower stabilisation and restoration

ÅB. Open-Air, Weather-Resilient Nave / transept
ÅA protective roofing structure over the nave and 
transepts у preserving the ruin aesthetic while enabling 
comfortable year-round multiple application use.

ÅC. Restored Tower & Vestibule
ÅTo create safe, enclosed, heated spaces for:
ÅExhibitions -Heritage interpretation
ÅMeetings - Education activities



ÅA Multi-Use Cultural, Civic and Economic Venue
ÅThe Kirk will operate as:
ÅиШ Ш9ƨũƣƨƖċũШEƻĲŰƣƚШéĲŰƨĲ
ÅConcerts, theatre, art exhibitions, seasonal 
festivals.

ÅA Serenity Garden & Wellbeing Space
ÅSupporting mental health, reflection, and inclusive 
public use.

ÅA Weddings and Photography Venue

ÅA spectacular and atmospheric location attracting 
visitors, events and wedding economy spend.

ÅA Venue for Community Markets
ÅCraft, produce, seasonal markets у bringing 
footfall into the village.

ÅA Tourism Anchor - Part of a wider cluster with 
xĲŰŰŸǂƣŸƽŰЯШƣőĲШ9ċůƓƚŔĲќƚЯШШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓċƣőƽċǃШƣŸШƣőĲШ
Trossachs. Local / National / International tourism = 
generating new money -EDC explicitly links this to its 
tourism strategy.



The Bombed-Out Church Liverpool 

PRECEDENT?







FoCHK тVision - Plan


